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Abstract:

The purpose of this paper is to survey Polish and international business income taxation derived by
silent partnerships. Silent partnerships are a kind of a hybrid tax structure which allows a silent partner
to combine the benefits of single income taxation earned by a partnership and reduce the risks
accompanying such an activity. In some countries, the civil law status of silent partnerships is not
regulated by law and the issue of silent partnerships taxation is rarely the subject of academic surveys.

A tool to achieve the assumed goal is the analysis of Polish regulations in the area of civil law and tax
law, judicature and positions presented in this scope in both Polish and foreign literature.

In countries where civil law does not outline the legal status of silent partnerships, taxation of their
income causes serious reservations in interpretation. Consequently, there is a risk that tax returns may
be questioned by tax authorities and financial sanctions may be imposed on partners who do not
respect the standards of tax law. Such pattern of income taxation earned by silent partnerships is not
conducive to the transparency of the tax system and both the legal status of silent partnerships and
taxation of their incomes require appropriate, detailed and prescriptive rules.

This article aims at evaluating the status and the scope of regulations referring to taxation of silent
partnerships income and indications as to their development.
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